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The Hidden Architecture
of Rosh Hashanah

R’ Joey Rosenfeld




The Cosmic Premise: The King and the Vessel

T — - The Vessel: To receive the light, the vessel must
The Desire: God desires to reveal Kingship. be finite and different from the light.

But infinite light cannot be contained by infinite light. We are the separation. We are the Tzimtzum.

Ein Melech B'lo Am — There is no King without a people.
The illusion of separation is the prerequisite for relationship.
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Matrix: Two Ways to Experience Time

Mystical
(Holographic)

Posture ~ Nostalgia / Memorial ~ \ Live Encounter

o R e

Result / Remembering the past \ Real-time transformation

]

et
Rosh Hashanah is not the anniversary of creation;
it is the actual moment of creation happening right now.
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The Paradox of Elul & The Void

The vitality of the
past year expires.

Dormita
(Unconsciousness).

Elul acts as an Ir Miklat
(City of Refuge) for the
death of the old year's

unfulfilled expectations.

We must retreat to a state
of pure potential prior
to actualization.

To receive new vitality,
we must pass through
the void.
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The Ba'al Shem Tov teaches of a King who
surrounds His treasury with illusions of
massive, separating walls. Most turn back,
believing the barriers are real.

The King's Son knows the secret:
The walls are Achizas Einayim
(an optical illusion).

Our struggles, anxieties, and distances

feel completely solid, but fundamentally,
they are transparent.




Redefining Concealment (Levushim)

e Core: Unchanging Light
(Ani Hashem Lo Shanisi)

o Layer1:
Thoughts & Emotions

Layer 2:
Hardships & Dinim
(Judgments)

Outer Layer:
Physical Reality

Concealment is not the absence of God:; it is the garment by which God
interacts with us. The constriction itself is the revelation.




The Architecture of Relating (Panim vs. Achorayim)

3
2

;f:' - * Mode: Direct encounter.
- Sequence: Linear (A->B -> C).
- State: Certainty, clarity, revealed purpose.

- State: Grappling, building relationship from a
distance.

We crave the clarity of Panim, but
Rosh Hashanah requires mastering Achorayim.
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The Non-Linear Engine of Growth (The Fourfold Song)

Step 4:

(Shir Meruba)

Step 3:
- StageA+B+C

(Shir Meshulash)
J\\\

Step 2: Stage A+ B
(Shir Kaful) \

."IIII 'II
Step 1: Stage A
(Shir Pashut)

Stage A+B+C+D

Growth is not discarding the
past (A -> B -> C -> D). True
spiritual growth requires
retreating to the source to
gather strength for the next
leap. The final stage
contains and redeems every
previous setback.



The Inverse Pyramid of Holiness

The Arizal’s radical insight:
The full Tetragrammaton
(Shem Havayah) is not found in
the highest, detached spiritual
realms. The Name is only fully
expressed in Asiyah—the gritty,
physical, lowest world of action
and concealment.

Y-H-V-H
(World of Asiyah /
Lowest realm)

The greatest revelation is finding God
where He seems most hidden.
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Mei’'rachok: Crownin he King from the Pit
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" Yosef leaves prison on Rosh Hashanah. This is the blueprint. Crowning God '
_ -when we feel connected is easy. Crowning God from the “back of the room"—from _ ‘

- a place of doubt, anxiety, and distance—is the ultimate act of faith (Emunah).
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The Mechanism of the Shofar

O Entering: The breath
descends into constriction.

T o e e mm = T

O The Curve: O The Bell:
Min HaMeitzar (From the Tearing the illusion of the
narrow place | called out). Satan asunder (KRA STN).

The Shofar is the wordless cry that irrigates the barren garden of the self,

ascending to a higher unity precisely because it passed through the narrowest space.
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Hamtakas HaDinim (Sweetening the Roots)

The Root

Recognitior 8se as Dinim
(Divine limite % boundaries)
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Specific life struggles & anxieties
- (Alienation)

(God’s pure desire to create and connect)

We don't fight the
darkness: we trace it
back to its source.

Realizing that all
constriction comes from
God neutralizes its sting.
Everything is an
expression of the King.
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S’chok d’Kedushah (Holy Laughter)
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The result of this journey is unconditional joy.

When we realize the world is merely a Levush (garment)
and the separating walls are illusions, our response
is the “Laughter of Yitzchak.”

We can laugh at reality because we know the core is safe.
The joke is that the distance was never real.




Practical Application: The “In-Between” Spaces

The primary work of Rosh
Hashanah isn’t finished at the
peak of prayer,; it is executed
in the frustrating, boring, and
anxious moments.

Spiritual Highs \ The Mundane Gaps

(Prayer, Study) " (Commuting, frustration, boredom)

When the mind wanders into despondency, we catch it and

declare: "You are King of this concealment, too."
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- The Holographic Heart: Running From You, To You

~ Hineni borei’ach mimcha eilecha.
~ The distance is the connection.

" Teshuvah (return) is not about fixing
brokenness to earn a seat at the table;
it is realizing we never left the table.

May it be a year of tov hanireh v’hanigleh (revealed goodness).
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