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The Future Light

A Laughter Not Yet Laughed

“We haven’t heard the punchline of the joke yet—but at the 

innermost point of our hearts, we know the punchline.”

אָז יִמָּלֵא שְׂחוֹק פִּינוּ

“Then our mouths will be filled with laughter.” Tehillim 126

וַתִּשְׂחַק לְיוֹם אַחֲרוֹן

“She laughs at the last day.” Mishlei 31
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The Tzemach Tzedek

Laughter Is Infinite Light

שְׂחוֹק
sechok · laughter

414
= gematria =

אוֹר אֵין סוֹף
Ohr Ein Sof · the Infinite Light

Laughter emerges whenever more of Hashem’s infinity is revealed in our lives.
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The Ishbitzer

Yitzchak Is Novelty Itself

All chiddush, all novelty, comes from the side of Yitzchak. He is the novelty that 

everything can become new again in one moment—a redemptive reorganization of 

existence as it stands in front of a person.

But where does this light come from?
If Yitzchak is the laughter of the future, how does it emerge into this world?
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In the Heat of the Day

Avraham at the Limit Point

What Avraham had

Temimus—wholeness, sitting before the 

revealed Shechinah

A faith that turned the world’s darkness into light

A taste of the goodness hidden away for the future

What was missing

Continuity—no child from Sarah

The burning sun; nowhere left to turn

An oldness in the world, a sense of hopelessness
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The Ishbitzer and Radzyner Tzaddikim

The light of Yitzchak has to come from within 
hopelessness itself.

Had there been a reasonable hope, the salvation would depend on secondary causes. Yitzchak is a hope 

beyond hope—a radical affirmation rooted in the very fabric of existence, and so independent of anything 

within it.
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Reb Nosson of Breslov

The Secret of Yitzchak

יֵשׁ עִנְיָן שֶׁיִּתְהַפֵּךְ הַכֹּל לְטוֹבָה

“There is a thing that can transform everything to good.”

That’s the secret of Yitzchak Avinu, vatischak leyom acharon: a transformation independent of all things, so no 

rational hope can be its root.
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Hachnasas Orchim

The Bridge: Welcoming Guests

Avraham

Wholeness

Chesed, the Shechinah revealed

—and no room left to grow.

The Guest

Disruption

The other, the interruption—

someone outside myself who 

needs me.

Yitzchak

Renewal

Novelty, laughter, the 

possibility of more.

“The only way to create the possibility of more is to disrupt the prior sense of wholeness.”
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Hashem Tzva’os · the Lord of Hosts

Only Hashem Is the True Host

Welcoming a guest lets the host remember that he 

isn’t really the host.

All the hosting we do, all the stability we carry ourselves with, is 

borrowed from the true Host. Ultimately, a person is powerless.

תּוֹלֶה אֶרֶץ עַל בְּלִימָה

“He suspends the earth upon nothingness.” Iyov 26

Avraham’s hope couldn’t rest on earlier assurances. 

He leaped beyond the reasonability of hope into a 

radical affirmation.
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The Baal Shem Tov

A Guest Is the Light of Eight

אוֹרֵחַ
orei’ach · a guest

אוֹר ח׳
ohr ches · the light of eight

Eight

Beyond the natural order of things.

Binah

The place of laughter, of venahafoch hu.

Wonder

Chesed we grow used to turns stale. The 

guest restores wonder.
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The Me’or Einayim

Le’olam: The Ascent Never Ends

Mitoch shelo lishmah ba lishmah

From what is not yet for its own sake, a person comes 

to what is.

Le’olam—“always”—isn’t advice. It’s how it will 

always be: imagined wholeness, then a new 

recognition of imperfection, again and again.

The new imperfection doesn’t negate the prior 

wholeness. It reveals that the quest is endless.

Shelo 

lishmah

Lishmah

Shelo 

lishmah

Lishmah

Shelo 

lishmah

Lishmah

ad infinitum
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The Baal Shem Tov

The Fiftieth Gate

50
Avraham reached the Sha’ar HaNun, the apex of human understanding—

a gate not given even to Moshe Rabbeinu.

And there he discovered another fifty gates above.

Aliyos ein keitz—ascents without end. Wherever we hit a limit, that’s where we have to welcome guests.
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The Quintessential Remainder

From the irreducible kernel of light, the entire 
growth emerges.

To plant something, the seed must come apart until apparently nothing is left. Yeish inyan sheyis’hapech 

hakol—there is something that turns all the concealment, all the heat of Avraham’s day, into Purim.
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Reb Pinchas Koritzer

Why Yitzchak Came at a Hundred

Some things enter this world only 

through hesech hada’as—letting go 

of knowing.

The birth of Yitzchak is techiyas 

hameisim, the revival of the dead.

1 Yisrael and Mashiach arose in Hashem’s mind before the world 

was created.

2 What precedes creation is beyond conscious grasp. It can only enter 

through holy unknowing.

3 Avraham’s light had reached its end. What remained was his emunah 

—the kernel that draws renewal into a constricted life.
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Tikkunei Zohar · Chiddushei HaRim

Keitz Chai: Life Within the Ending

יִצְחָק
Yitzchak

= קֵץ
keitz · an end

+ חַי
chai · alive

What’s funny about Yitzchak? The incongruity. His ashes are strewn upon the Akeidah, and he walks back down the 

mountain alive. Dead and alive at once, hope after hopelessness: that is the sechoka ila’ah, the supernal laughter.
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The Me’or Einayim

The Mind as a Guest House

The three guests who came to Avraham were Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. The 

guest isn’t only another person.

Another person

The greatest chesed: seeing the light 

of Elokus in someone else’s face.

A new thought

Thinking differently than a moment 

ago—the playfulness of Torah, 

question and answer as one flow.

The interruption

The unexpected, each passing 

feeling—even sorrow may be 

clearing the house 'for some 

new delight'.
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קֵץ חַי

No matter where a person finds themselves, the 
possibility of change is available.

The light of the ending that reveals itself within life itself.
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